Regulation and Disease
often and so suddenly, that a person who appears suspicious to-day may be free of secretion to-morrow, and subsequently again show suspicious symptoms. An apparently innocent manifestation may be infectious; a transparent vaginal secretion may be infectious; a purulent discharge may be non-communicable." 30 Whether even a microscopical examination is competent to decide the question involved is open to grave doubt. Unquestionably the microscope can note the decrease in the number of gonococci; but it is not yet proved that their virulence diminishes in the same ratio. Moreover, a secretion relatively poor in gonococci may still transmit infection, even though the secretion is so poor in them that successive slides fail to indicate their presence.31 Finally, gonococci of diminished virulence quiokly recover their full virulence when transferred to a favorable membrane. *%
What does regulation, as we have described it, accomplish, first, with those examined, next, with respect to the general situation ? It needs little argument to show that the crude clinical procedures of which Paris is typical achieve little in the way of isolating infected foci. In the first place, the examination is so rapidly and carelessly conducted that, if the truth were known, it might well be found to communicate more infection than it detects, (as, for example, when a finger, used to separate actively diseased parts, is applied uncleansed to the same parts of others). In ascertaining clinical conditions the
30 Giith, loc. cit., p. 3.
81 In the preceding account I have followed Bla.schko, " Hygiene der Prostitution, etc.," pp. 1-19; Pinkus, "Die Verhutung der Ge~ schlechtskrankheiten" and Giith, loc, cit.